
TURVEY FAMILY IN NEW ZEALAND 

This account of a Turvey girl 's life in New 
Zealand from 1843 onwards was sent to me by 
the sister of a friend, who was in 
Bedfordshire for her parents ' diamond 
wedding this summer, and was written by a 
friend of hers, who is a descendant of the 
original family. How's that for a small world? 

The Turvey girl was Jane Elizabeth Davison, 
born in Turvey in 1810 and married in Turvey 
in 1828, to Thomas Parr from Leicestershire. 
Their f irst child, Edward John, was born at 
Turvey in 1830; after that they seem to have 
moved round the country, two more children 
being born in Durham, one in Northants (he 
died at Gloucester at the age of three), one in 
Somerset, and one in Brighton. That one died 
in Essex. 

The Parrs sailed to New Zealand in November 
1842, on the ship "Westminster". They arr ived 
at Auciiland in March 1843. They built a house 
at Mount Eden; in 1854 they bought a larger 
block of land at Waikomiti, some distance from 
Auckland on a bush track from Titirangi. 
They built a stone house on a hill, and dug a 
well, but later moved about half a mile to the 
flat alluvial land on the west side of the 
creek. The West Coast Road was formed to 
join the Great North Road and Thomas } 'arr 
and his sons built bridges on this road across 
hills and swamps. 

It was necessary to be self-sufficient or 
nearly so, so they kept cows and poultry and 
grew grain, fruit and vegetables, which they 
bottled, canned or dried for the winter. They 
grew cooking plums and cooking apples, which 
keep better than eating kinds. They 
established a nursery of fruit trees and 
roses, and some small berry fruits, like 
Lawtons Supreme Blackberry, which is a cane, 
like the raspberry in growth and very 
thorny. Some are stil l growing and bearing 
fruit. 

They also planted apple and pear orchards on 
the best sections of land as well as smaller 
orchards of plums and some peaches. 
Windbreaks of Pine and Cypress were planted, 
and Willow and Poplar along creek banks to 
hold them from the floods. T'en tree scrub 

needed clearing and the swamps draining 
before the planting could proceed. They called 
it the Albion Vale Nursery and it progressed 
well. After Thomas died in 1877, his eldest 
son, Edward John (the Turvey born one) 
developed the nursery further, helped by his 
wife, Isabella, and sons and daughters 
including Thomas, John and Edward. 

Not long after Edward John died the Nursery 
business was discontinued and the remaining 
land divided between his family. His eldest 
son, Thomas, married Martha Atherton and 
they lived on their share of the land in the 
1880s. The Farm had some of the original 
apple and pear orchards, and three acre 
blocks of various plums, mostly Burbank, 
Purple King and Doris. In 1904 they started 
The Atherton Canning Company, which ran till 
about 1916. Thomas and Martha and their 
four children farmed the land till Thomas 
died, leaving his land to his sons John and 
Thomas and his daughter Martha. 

Now Edward (Eb) and his wife and chi ldren 
were the only other family members to remain 
on the original block. Eb lived opposite 
Thomas, the other side of the West Coast Road. 
Eb had one of ti;e original apple and pear 
orcn<irds - some of the pear trees may stil l be 
living. The Oak trees along the road frontage 
are a glorious sight in Spring. After Eb died, 
some land was sold and his daughter Winnie 
ran cattle on the rest of it until she sold all 
but half an acre for her house. 

John Parr and his sister Martha worked 
John's farm and sold fruit and cream. In 1966 
the Waitemata County Council bought that land 
and turned it into Par r ' s Park. 

Thomas's land was used mainly for a milking 
herd of cattle, some fruit growing and some 
cropping. His son and his four sons sti l l 
occupy half an acre of the original Parr block 
of land. His daughter Caroline inherited her 
father's 38-acre farm and is sti l l farming it 
with her husband, Frederick Conway-King. 
I t is she who wrote the family account from 
which this is taken. She ends by saying "For 
six generations members of the Parr family 
have gradually left Albion Vale. Some of these 
descendants are farming or growing daffodils. 
Only one branch of the family remains on the 
last 38 and a half acres of the original 536. I t 
is stil l good land. 

Eve Kent 


