
WINTERING BIRDS IN I T A L Y , and more 

T h i s may seem and odd t o p i c f o r t h e T u r v e y News but t h e r e a r e 
c o n n e c t i o n s . O c t o b e r w i t n e s s e s a mass movement o f b i r d s f r o m t h e 
c o l d e r r e g i o n s of c e n t r a l and n o r t h e r n E u r o p e t o t h e s o u t h and w e s t 
and a r e c e n t t r i p t o I t a l y gave me t h e c h a n c e t o s e e w h e t h e r t h e 
movement t h e r e was s i m i l a r i n t i m i n g and c o m p o s i t i o n t o t h e movement 
h e r e . A l i t t l e e a r l i e r and t h e f o c u s would have been on t h e more 
e x o t i c summer m i g r a n t s w h i c h r a r e l y make i t a s f a r a s T u r v e y but 
t h i s p r o l o n g e d s t a y i n I t a l y f o r our G e n e r a l C h a p t e r a t Monte O l i v e t o 
c o i n c i d e d w i t h a r r i v a l s o f S k y l a r k , S t a r l i n g s , C h a f f i n c h , S i s k i n , 
Wood P i g e o n and, p e r h a p s , Song T h r u s h and G o l d c r e s t t o o . T h e m o n a s t e r y 
a t Monte O l i v e t o s i t s on a h i l l t o p i n an a r e a o f s o f t c l a y s j u s t t o 
s o u t h o f S i e n a . T h e l a n d s c a p e i n w i n t e r l o o k s d e c i d e d l y b l e a k and 
b a r r e n b u t i s i n f a c t an i m p o r t a n t wheat and w i n e g r o w i n g a r e a and 
t h e r e a r e many woods i n t h e deep g u l l i e s w h i c h h a v e been w e a t h e r e d 
i n t o t h e c l a y . The b a r r e n f e e l t o t h e a r e a may be p a r t l y due t o t h e 
I t a l i a n l o v e o f h u n t i n g w h i c h makes a l l t h e r e s i d e n t b i r d s e x t r e m e l y 
r e l u c t a n t to show t h e m s e l v e s . T h e r e were many R o b i n s but you w o u l d n ' t 
know i t a p a r t f r o m t h e i r c a l l s , and t h e few Wood P i g e o n s s e e n a t f i r s t 
w e r e a l w a y s r u s h i n g from one p a t c h of c o v e r t o t h e n e x t . As t h e w i n d 
v e e r e d t o t h e n o r t h and t h e t e m p e r a t u r e s d r o p p e d , h o w e v e r , t h e r e was 
a marked a r r i v a l o f b i r d s . L a r g e f l o c k s o f S t a r l i n g s a p p e a r e d a t 
f i e l d m a r g i n s or p e r c h e d on w i r e s , t h e r e was a sudden r u s h o f Wood 
P i g e o n s i n f l o c k s a h u n d r e d s t r o n g and t h e d i s t i n c t i v e sound o f 
S k y l a r k s moving s o u t h . The w o n d e r f u l c y p r e s s e s w h i c h a r e a f e a t u r e 
of t h e Abbey a t t r a c t e d G o l d c r e s t s and s m a l l g r o u p s o f B l a c k b i r d and 
Song T h r u s h were s e e n f u r t i v e l y s t e a l i n g what I t o o k t o be O l i v e s 
f r o m a t a l l t r e e i n t h e g a r d e n . So i t was i n d e e d a s i m i l a r mix t o 
b i r d s we would e x p e c t a t T u r v e y b u t w i t h o u t t h e R e d w i n g and F i e l d f a r e 
w h i c h I f o u n d on my r e t u r n . P e r h a p s t h e s e had y e t t o a r r i v e i n I t a l y . 

B i r d s may have been s c a r c e a t f i r s t but t h i s was c e r t a i n l y n o t 
t r u e o f t h e i n s e c t s . The f i r s t week p r o d u c e d an i m p r e s s i v e a r r a y o f 
c r i c k e t s and g r a s s h o p p e r s , some w i t h l e g s and a n t e n n a e w h i c h made 
them t h e s i z e o f one's hand, o t h e r s a g l o r i o u s mix of j e t b l a c k and 
g l o s s y g r e e n , o t h e r s s t i l l w i t h b l u e h i n d w i n g s and a house c r i c k e t 
a i l o f my own. F o r t u n a t e l y we were s p a r e d t h e m o s q u i t o e s but not 
t h e P r a y i n g M a n t i s e s , t h e W a l l L i z a r d s , t h e M o o r i s h Gecko p l a y i n g 
h i d e and s e e k a r o u n d a p l a s t i c d r a i n p i p e , and e v e n a T o r t o i s e and a 
P o r c u p i n e .. but t h a t ' s a n o t h e r s t o r y . 
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