
The Crow F a m i l y 

S i x s p e c i e s o f t h e Crow f a m i l y h a v e o c c u r r e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s i n 
and a r o u n d f u r v e y . When I f i r s t c a m e , o v e r t w e n t y y e a r s a g o ^ o n l y f o u r 
o f t h e s e w e r e r e g u l a r , B e l i e v e i t o r n o t M a g p i e s were h a r d t o come 
by and R a v e n s a d i s t a n t dream. The r e g u l a r s t h e n w e r e t h e J a c k d a w , 
t h e C a r r i o n Crow, t h e Rook and t h e J a y . A l l o f t h e s e seemed t o have 
e i t h e r m a i n t a i n e d numbers i f n o t i n c r e a s e d . 

J a c k d a w s w e r e a f e a t u r e o f t h e Abbey w i t h s e v e r a l p a i r s n e s t i n g 
on t h e b u i l d i n g s t h e m s e l v e s and many more i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g t r e e s . 
We h a v e f e w e r on t h e b u i l d i n g s now a f t e r e x t e n s i v e work -on t h e f a b r i c 
and t h e n e t t i n g o f a few c h i m n e y s b u t t h e y r e m a i n a f e a t u r e . T h e y a r e 
a g r e a t i n d i c a t o r o f p a s s i n g b i r d s o f p r e y a s t h e y a d v e r t i s e t h e i r 
p r e s e n c e w i t h a sudden o u t b u r s t o f a l a r m c a l l s and s o m e t i m e s a mass 
f l i g h t i n p u r s u i t o f t h e o f f e n d i n g b i r d - o c c a s i o n a l l y a S p a r r o w h a w k 
o r a B u z z a r d , b u t more o f t e n a t t h e moment A Crow (bn t h e l o o k o u t 
f o r eggs o r young. On warm d a y s t h e y c a n r i s e t o s u r p r i s i n g h e i g h t s 
f r e e w h e e l i n g i n p u r s u i t o f f l i e s and o t h e r i n s e c t s j u s t l i k e t h e 
S w i f t s , a l b e i t i n a more g e n t e e l manner. 

Crows we h a v e a - p l e n t y . O u r s a r e t h e a l l b l a c k v e r s i o n but on a 
r e c e n t t r i p t o I t a l y we e n c o u n t e r e d t h e Hooded v e r s i o n w h i c h h a s a 
l i g h t b a c k and b r e a s t ; t h e two r a c e s a r e s e p a r a t e d by t h e A l p s . The 
d i v i d i n g l i n e i n B r i t a i n i s w e l l t o t h e n o r t h and t h e w e s t - b i r d s 
o f m i x e d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o c c u r a l o n g i t . 

Rooks h a v e r e c e n t l y t a k e n t o n e s t i n g i n t h e Abbey g r o u n d s , an 
o f f s h o o t o f t h e c o l o n y o c c u r r i n g j u s t a c r o s s t h e r o a d , t h i s may w e l l 
r e f l e c t a f a l l i n house v a l u e s i I n summer and i n good l i g h t r o o k s a r e 
r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m C r o w s , b u t j u v e n i l e s and young b i r d s 
a r e p r o b l e m a t i c . The o l d adage of a s o l i t a r y b i r d b e i n g a Crow and 
a f l o c k i n d i c a t i n g Rooks i s by no means c e r t a i n , and t h e y seem t o 
hop or w a l k a s w e l l a s one a n o t h e r . T h e y a l s o commonly r o o s t t o g e t h e r 
i n w i n t e r . One or two t h o u s a n d R o o k s , Crows and J a c k d a w s h a v e t a k e n 
t o r o o s t i n g on t h e edge o f Abbey P a r k i n t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s . They 
make a t h r i l l i n g s i g h t a s t h e y g a t h e r f i r s t l y on t h e ground and t h e n , 
a l m o s t when i t ' s t o o d a r k t o s e e , i n t h e t r e e s t h e m s e l v e s , a r r i v i n g 
f r o m a l l d i r e c t i o n s and m a k i n g a t e r r i f i c n o i s e . 

J a y s t o o a r e now f r e q u e n t . T h e r e was a c o m p l e t e l y w h i t e one p r e s e n t 
a few y e a r s ago. T h e y become e s p e c i a l l y n o t i c e a b l e i n autumn a s t h e y 
go i n s e a r c h o f a c o r n s t o b u r y i n n e a r b y p a s t u r e . We s o m e t i m e s r e c e i v e 
l a r g e i n f l u x e s o f t h e s e b i r d s when t h e n u t c r o p f a i l s on t h e C o n t i n e n t . 

M a g p i e s now seem t o be e v e r y w h e r e b u t i t was o n l y a f e w y e a r s .ago 
t h a t I f o u n d my f i r s t n e s t i n T u r v e y ; an u n m i s t a k a b l e domed b u n d l e of 
t w i g s . 



And l a s t l y we come t o t h a t e m b l e m a t i c b i r d : t h e R a v e n . O r i g i n a l l y 
an i n h a b i t a n t o f most o f B r i t a i n but so p e r s e c u t e d i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y a s t o d i s a p p e a r f r o m most of s o u t h e r n , c e n t r a l and e a s t e r n 
E n g l a n d . Now i t s back b u t w i t h o n l y a t e n u o u s h o l d so f a r on B e d f o r d ­
s h i r e . R a v e n s h a v e been s e e n a r o u n d T u r v e y s e v e r a l t i m e s i n t h e p a s t 
two y e a r s , e s p e c i a l l y i n w i n t e r and e a r l y s p r i n g . T h e y a r e m a g n i f i c e n t 
b i r d s , a l m o s t t h e s i z e o f a B u z z a r d w i t h a huge b i l l and ' b e a r d ' , 
a d i s t i n c t i v e deep c r o a k and a l o n g wedge-shaped t a i l . T h e y c a n a l s o 
p r o d u c e some s u r p r i s i n g l y m u s i c a l b e l l - l i k e n o t e s and w o n d e r f u l 
a e r o b a t i c s . L e t ' s hope t h e y a r e g i v e n t h e - c h a n c e t o r e m a i n . 
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