
The Red K i t e 

Red K i t e s a r e now r e g u l a r o v e r and a r o u n d T u r v e y . A g l a n c e u p w a r d s • 
and t h e r e i t i s : a l m o s t h e r o n - s i z e d w i t h l o n g d r o o p i n g w i n g s and 
a d e e p l y f o r k e d t a i l . When t h e l i g h t c a t c h e s i t t h e K i t e shows o f f 
a g o r g e o u s a r r a y o f c o l o u r s f r o m c h e s t n u t r e d t o g r e y t o b l a c k t o 
w h i t e . I t h a s a s l o w s t e a d y f l i g h t , d e f i n i t e l y g o i n g somewhere but 
t a k i n g i t s t i m e w i t h e y e s down l o o k i n g f o r t h e l e f t o v e r s w h i c h n a t u r e 
and humankind h a v e p u t o u t , p e r h a p s a r o a d k i l l or a d e c o m p o s i n g r a b b i t . 
I n m e d i e v a l E n g l a n d i t was a p r o t e c t e d b i r d p r e c - ' s e l y b e c a u s e of 
i t s e f f i c i e n c y a s a s c a v e n g e r - London's v u l t u r e - no need f o r d i f f e r e n t 
c o l o u r e d b i n s t h e n . B u t 'when t h e K i t e b u i l d s , l o o k t o l e s s e r l i n e n ' , 
a s S h a k e s p e a r e n o t e s i n The W i n t e r s T a l e , f o r i t l i k e s n o t h i n g b e t t e r 
t h a n a n e w l y washed u n d e r g a r m e n t or a t e d d y b e a r t o l i n e i t s n e s t i 
I f you t h i n k t h i s i s f a n c i f u l Monday's G u a r d i a n ( 1 2 t h May) c a r r i e d 
j u s t s u c h a r e p o r t f r o m n e i g h b o r i n g B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e , o f a g r e e n 
s i l k y b l o u s e t a k e n f r o m a w a s h i n g l i n e e v e n a s t h e r e s t o f t h e 
w a s h i n g was s t i l l b e i n g put o u t , and i t ' s n o t been unknown f o r K i t e s 
t o t a k e h a t s o f f h e a d s . 

A few y e a r s ago one w o u l d h a v e had t o t r a v e l t o c e n t r a l W a l e s 
o r c o n t i n e n t a l E u r o p e t o h a v e s e e n t h i s m a g n i f i c e n t b i r d , but 
r e i n t r o d u c t i o n s o f S p a n i s h and S w e d i s h b i r d s t o E n g l a n d and S c o t l a n d 
r e s p e c t i v e l y h a v e been a s t o u n d i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l , w i t h s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d 
b i r d s now p o p u l a t i n g our s k i e s . Our n e a r e s t r e i n t r o d u c t i o n s i t e s 
a r e i n N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e and t h e C h i l t e r n s but t h e b i r d s we a r e now 
s e e i n g o v e r T u r v e y may w e l l be l o c a l b r e e d e r s . I had a p a i r r e c e n t l y 
n e a r b y w h i c h p a i d me t h e c o u r t e s y o f d r o p p i n g a l o n g - d e a d p i e c e of 
r a b b i t a t ray f e e t . My f i r s t s i g h t i n g was i n 2003 and e a c h y e a r 
p r o d u c e s more, w i t h h a l f - a - d o z e n a l r e a d y so f a r t h i s y e a r . 

We may be l o s i n g some of our s m a l l e r b i r d s - m o s t l y t h e r e s u l t 
o f i n t e n s i v e f a r m i n g and c h a n g e s a b r o a d - but h a v e r e g a i n e d some 
w o n d e r f u l r a p t o r s , and n o t o n l y t h r o u g h r e i n t r o d u c t i o n s . B u z z a r d s 
and H o b b i e s a r e b o t h i n c r e a s i n g n a t u r a l l y . The f o r m e r p e r h a p s 
b e c a u s e o f a p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n i n t h e West and l e s s p e r s e c u t i o n , 
t h e l a t t e r p e r h a p s b e c a u s e o f our w a r m i n g c l i m a t e and t h e i n c r e a s e 
i n l a r g e i n s e c t p r e y , e s p e c i a l l y d r a g o n f l i e s . 

So, l o o k t o t h e s k i e s f o r Red K i t e s , B u z z a r d s and H o b b i e s , and 
e v e n t h e o c c a s i o n a l R a v e n , b u t a l s o l o o k t o y o u r l e s s e r l i n e n . 
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