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As w e l l a s a summer b r e e d i n g b i r d c e n s u s t h e r e i s a w i n t e r c e n s u s 
t a k i n g p l a c e o v e r s e v e r a l y e a r s w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f p r o d u c i n g 
a n a t i o n a l a t l a s . The work i n v o l v e d i s more s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d and 
l e s s t i m e c o n s u m i n g t h a n t h e summer c e n s u s b u t r e q u i r e s a l o t o f 
l e g w o r k i n a v e r y s h o r t p e r i o d . I v o l u n t e e r e d t o c o v e r t h e f o u r 
t e t r a d s s u r r o u n d i n g T u r v e y - t h e s e s t r e t c h f r o m Newton B l o s s o m v i l l e 
i n . b h e w e s t t o H i l l S p i n n e y i n t h e e a s t , and f r o m j u s t s o u t h o f 
S n e l s o n i n t h e n o r t h t o Newton Wood and Lodge Farm i n t h e s o u t h . 
E a c h t e t r a d c o v e r s f o u r s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s . The a i m i s n o t t o c o v e r 
t h e e n t i r e t e t r a d but a s g r e a t a v a r i e t y o f h a b i t a t w i t h i n i t a s 
p o s s i b l e w i t h i n one h o u r , c o u n t i n g e v e r y b i r d s e e n o r h e a r d . Two 
c o u n t s w e r e made i n e a c h t e t r a d : one i n November o r December and 
t h e s e c o n d i n J a n u a r y o r F e b r u a r y . The r e s u l t s make i n t e r e s t i n g 
r e a d i n g ; h e r e a r e t h e t o p t e n b i r d s when a l l t h e c o u n t s a r e c o l l a t e d -

1 . Wood P i g e o n 4690 6. R e d w i n g 113 
2. Rook 747 7. S k y l a r k 90 
3. J a c k d a w 514 8. B l a c k b i r d 77 
4. S t a r l i n g 339 9. Crow 56 
5. F i e l d f a r e 2 9 1 10. B l u e T i t 55 

As one m i g h t e x p e c t t h e r e i s a c l e a r b i a s t o w a r d s b i r d s w h i c h f l o c k 
i n t h e open and t h e c l e a r ' w i n n e r * i s t h e Wood P i g e o n . I f we l o o k e d 
a t i t i n t e r m s o f w e i g h t , o r b i o m a s s , t h e p r e p o n d e r a n c e o f Wood P i g e o n 
becomes e v e n more m a r k e d . I h a v e n ' t done t h e sums f o r t h i s c e n s u s 
b u t t h e r e i s a d i s t i n c t p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e b i o m a s s o f Wood P i g e o n 
i s g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f a l l t h e o t h e r b i r d s added t o g e t h e r l -
w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n p e r h a p s o f t h e 24 Mute Swans c o u n t e d . I n a l l some 
49 s p e c i e s w e r e l o c a t e d and t h e t o p t e n were f a i r l y c o n s i s t e n t a c r o s s 
t h e s q u a r e s w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f S k y l a r k w h i c h r e p r e s e n t one f l o c k 
o f some 50 b i r d s f a i t h f u l t o a few f i e l d s n e a r H i l l S p i n n e y . T h i s 
f l o c k a c t u a l l y p e a k e d a t 160 b i r d s on one o c c a s i o n o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t s 
and a t t r a c t e d a M e r l i n on a t l e a s t two o c c a s i o n s . The l a r g e s t f l o c k 
o f f i n c h e s l o c a t e d was a mere s i x C h a f f i n c h I H o p e f u l l y , t h i s was 
s i m p l y b e c a u s e t h e f l o c k s w e r e e l s e w h e r e . Of t h e b i r d s o f p r e y . 
B u z z a r d t o t a l l e d 1 3, K e s t r e l 10 and S p a r r o w h a w k 7 ( f o u r o f t h e s e 
b e i n g s e e n on one day a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e l a r g e f l o c k s o f Wood P i g e o n ) . 
As m i g h t be e x p e c t e d , P h e a s a n t s w e r e e v e r y w h e r e b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s but 
m a r k e d l y s c a r c e r a f t e r w a r d s when no doubt t h e s h o o t i n g had t a k e n 
i t s t o l l and t h e s u r v i v o r s had l e a r n t t o keep t h e i r h e a d s down. 

As a c a u t i o n a r y n o t e : R o b i n s l e a p t f r o m 2 3 r d t o 8 t h i n t h e l i s t i n g s 
s f t ^ r G h r t s x m a s 



a f t e r C h r i s t m a s s i m p l y b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e much e a s i e r t o l o c a t e 
o n c e t h e y had s t a r t e d s i n g i n g . 

I n sum, t h e r e a r e a l o t o f b i r d s o u t t h e r e b u t , a s any 
f a r m e r w i l l t e l l y o u, t h e m a j o r i t y a r e . p i g e o n s f e e d i n g on o i l 
s e e d r a p e . 
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