
V a g r a n t s and o t h e r O c c a s i o n a l V i s i t o r s 

J u s t e v e r y so o f t e n an o r d i n a r y w a l k s u d d e n l y becomes v e r y s p e c i a l . 
I n e a r l y O c t o b e r an o t h e r w i s e d u l l p l o d up t o H i l l S p i n n e y was 
t u r n e d i n t o a r e d - l e t t e r day by t h e p a s s a g e o f two o b v i o u s l y l o s t 
j u v e n i l e G a n n e t s - a b o u t a s f a r f r o m t h e s e a a s t h e y c o u l d be. 
T h i s was a t a b o u t 4 pm a f t e r a m o r n i n g o f t h i c k m i s t . T h e y w e r e 
f l y i n g a t t r e e - t o p h e i g h t and h e a d i n g s o u t h - w e s t b u t i n a v e r y : 
t e n t a t i v e manner, e v e n bumping i n t o one a n o t h e r a t one p o i n t . My 
g u e s s i s t h a t t h e y ' d come i n o v e r t h e E a s t A n g l i a n c o a s t and w e r e 
u n a w a r e t h a t t h e y were o v e r l a n d u n t i l t h e m i s t c l e a r e d l a t e r and 
by t h e n w e r e too f a r i n l a n d t o s e n s e t h e s e a and so c a r r i e d on 
h o p i n g f o r t h e b e s t - o n l y a n o t h e r 150 m i l e s t o go on t h a t h e a d i n g i 

T h i c k m i s t h a s p r o d u c e d o t h e r s u r p r i s e s i n t h e p a s t , i n c t h i d i n g 
S a n d w i c h T e r n s c a l l i n g p l a i n t i v e l y a s t h e y f l e w o v e r t h e Abbey 
g a r d e n a n d , o n c e , a N i g h t i n g a l e f o r a g i n g a b o u t i n t h e f l o w e r b e d s , 
l o o k i n g l i k e an o v e r l a r g e R o b i n . We w a i t e d f o r song but none came. 
A few y e a r s ago t h e r e was an i n v a s i o n o f Honey B u z z a r d s p a s s i n g 
s o u t h t o A f r i c a w e l l t o t h e w e s t o f t h e i r u s u a l r o u t e and one o f 
t h e s e p o s s i b l y p a s s e d o v e r T u r v e y b u t was gone b e f o r e t h e r e was 
t i m e t o g e t t h e b i n o c u l a r s o u t . More c e r t a i n was a W o o d l a r k h e a d i n g 
w e s t i n v e r y c o l d w e a t h e r i n F e b r u a r y o f t h i s y e a r and a f e m a l e 
M a r s h H a r r i e r a l s o h e a d i n g w e s t i n J u n e o f t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r , p e r h a p s 
a f a i l e d b r e e d e r . 2006 a l s o p r o d u c e d a H a w f i n c h w h i c h hung a r o u n d 
t h e g a r d e n f o r much o f t h e w i n t e r . T h i s was one o f a number t h a t 
a r r i v e d i n e a s t e r n E n g l a n d f r o m t h e C o n t i n e n t i n O c t o b e r o f t h a t 
y e a r . H a w f i n c h w e r e once r e g u l a r b r e e d e r s i n B e d f o r d s h i r e b u t n o t 
any more and so t h i s was a welcome s i g h t , b ut I ' v e n o t h e a r d o f 
any s t a y i n g on t o b r e e d f r o m t h i s i n f l u x . 

We've had n o t h i n g y e t t o b e a t t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f an o l d f r i e n d 
o f mine a t a m a r s h i n s o u t h e r n E n g l a n d many y e a r s ago. He t h o u g h t 
he w o u l d j u s t pop down t o t h e m a r s h t o s e e what a v e r y m i s t y n i g h t 
and m o r n i n g m i g h t have p r o d u c e d a n d , when t h e m i s t c l e a r e d , was 
a s t o u n d e d t o f i n d some f i f t e e n o r so C r a n e s d o t t e d a b o u t t h e f i e l d s . 
T h i s c o u l d y e t happen t o us e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e i r b r e e d i n g now n o t 
so f a r away f r o m us i n N o r f o l k . I ' l l s e t t l e f o r one. 
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