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The f i r s t s e a s o n o f s u r v e y work i s now o v e r . T h e r e h a v e been no g r e a t 

s u r p r i s e s l o c a l l y b u t t h e r e i s s t i l l a g r e a t d e a l o f work t o be done. 

The e a s i e s t p a r t i s s i m p l y l o c a t i n g b i r d s i n p o s s i b l e b r e e d i n g h a b i t a t , 
75 s p e c i e s w e r e i n i t i a l l y a s s i g n e d t h i s s t a t u s i n t h e t e n t e t r a d s 
c o v e r e d , t h a t i s most o f t h e l a n d b e tween T u r v e y and O d e l l . The most 
p r o d u c t i v e t e t r a d s b e i n g L w h i c h i n c l u d e s T u r v e y and i s t h e r e f o r e 
'home t e r r i t o r y ' , and N w h i c h i n c l u d e s T u s t i n g s L a k e a t H a r r o l d and 
some o f H a r r o l d C o u n t r y P a r k . Our home t e t r a d y i e l d e d 58 s p e c i e s 
o f w h i c h 24 were p r o v e d t o b r e e d , 25 p r o b a b l y b r e d and a f u r t h e r 9 
p o s s i b l y b r e d . The b e s t f i n d i n g s w ere o f a p a i r o f B u z z a r d w h i c h 
b r o u g h t o f f two young and a f a m i l y o f T r e e S p a r r o w s n e s t i n g i n a h o l e 
i n a w a l l . The f o r m e r gave t h e m s e l v e s away by much d i s p l a y and t h e 
w a t c h i n g b a c k o f an a d u l t w i t h a l a r g e r a b b i t , w h i l e t h e l a t t e r d i d 
so i n u s u a l S p a r r o w f a s h i o n w i t h l o t s o f c h i r p i n g . The e a s i e s t way 
t o p r o v e b r e e d i n g was i n d e e d t o s e e b i r d s e i t h e r c a r r y i n g f o o d o r 
r e m o v i n g a f a e c a l s a c . O t h e r e x c i t i n g b i r d s w h i c h w e r e p r e s e n t , b u t 
n o t p r o v e d t o b r e e d , w e r e Hobby and S p a r r o w h a w k . H o b b i e s a r e s t i l l 
w i t h u s e v e n now i n m i d - S e p t e m b e r f e e d i n g on t h e r e m a i n i n g S w a l l o w s 
and House M a r t i n s , and p o s s i b l y e v e n some o f our b a t s . T h i s may 
e x p l a i n t h e f r a n t i c l o w - f l y i n g a c t i v i t i e s o f a s m a l l g r o u p c o f House 
M a r t i n a t du s k r e c e n t l y - t h e y w e r e l i t e r a l l y f l y i n g f o r t h e i r l i v e s . 

Our own t e t r a d was t h e most p r o d u c t i v e s i m p l y b e c a u s e t h i s i s 
w h e r e I spend most o f my t i m e . The t e t r a d a t H a r r o l d was t h e n e x t 
most p r o d u c t i v e b e c a u s e o f a l l t h e ' w a t e r ' o r ' w a t e r s i d e ' b i r d s p r e s e n t 
s u c h a s D a b c h i c k , G r e a t C r e s t e d G r e b e , C o r m o r a n t and H e r o n . The l a s t 
two a r e among t h e e a r l i e s t b i r d s t o s t a r t b r e e d i n g and t o b r i n g o f f 
young. R e c o r d s o f young b i r d s l a t e r i n t h e s e a s o n away f r o m t h e i r 
n e s t s h a v e t o be t r e a t e d w i t h some c a u t i o n a s t h e y c a n wander a g r e a t 
d i s t a n c e s u r p r i s i n g l y s o o n . M emories o f M a l l a r d c h i c k s b e i n g l e d 
a c r o s s b usy r o a d s t o t h e n e a r e s t pond come t o m i n d . 

So t h a t ' s i t f o r t h i s y e a r w i t h r e g a r d t o b r e e d i n g b i r d s . T h e r e 
a r e s t i l l a few r e a r i n g y o ung, s u c h a s t h e Wood P i g e o n i n our i n n e r 
c o u r t y a r d , and t h e s t a r t l e d b rood o f v e r y young P h e a s a n t s a t O d e l l 
t h e o t h e r d a y , but i t ' s t i m e t o r e l a x and t o e n j o y t h e b i r d s f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s , s u c h a s t h e m i g r a t i n g W h i m b r e l w h i c h f l e w l o w o v e r t h e 
g a r d e n i n A u g u s t and t h e l a s t o f t h e C h i f f c h a f f s and B l a c k c a p s w o r k i n g 
t h e i r way t h r o u g h t h e h e d g e r o w s . 
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