
A L a t e W i n t e r Walk o r E a r l y S p r i n g ? 

A f t e r much r a i n and a d u l l b e g i n n i n g t h e t e m p t a t i o n i s t o s t a y i n 
bed b u t r e p o r t s o f a male Hen H a r r i e r i n Abbey P a r k draw me o u t -
Hen H a r r i e r s a r e r a r e i n t h e s e p a r t s and m a l e s e v e n more s o . The day 
s t a r t s w i t h a s t e a d y s l o g s o u t h t h r o u g h Abbey P a r k t o H i l l S p i n n e y 
t o t h e p a r i s h and c o u n t y b o u n d a r y a t Ramacre Wood and n o r t h t h e n 
a t G o r w e l l e . The f i r s t e x c i t e m e n t i s p r o v i d e d by two H a r e and two 
C h i n e s e Water Deer n e a r H i l l S p i n n e y - a r e g u l a r s i t e f o r b o t h 
s p e c i e s . The d e e r a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y w e l l o u t i n t h e f i e l d and 
a r e p a l e w i t h an u p r i g h t b e a r i n g and r o u n d e d e a r s h e l d e r e c t , q u i t e 
u n l i k e t h e d a r k e r h u n c h - b a c k e d M u n t j a c . They s i t down f o r a w h i l e 
and t h e n amble o f f i n t o c o v e r , f e e t h e a v y w i t h c l a y . Now i t i s t h e 
t u r n o f t h e B u z z a r d s : one t o w a r d s Abbey P a r k , a n o t h e r a t P i c t s h i l l 
G o r s e and a t h i r d t o t h e e a s t . T h e s e a r e now w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d a r o u n d 
T u r v e y and a l m o s t e v e r y s p i n n e y seems t o h a v e one. T h r e e a r e l a t e r 
s e e n s p a r r i n g and c a l l i n g h i g h o v e r t h e d i s u s e d r a i l w a y t r a c k . 

T h e r e a r e f e w e r t h r u s h e s a r o u n d now t h a n a few wee k s ago. Re d w i n g 
t o t a l 36 and F i e l d f a r e e v e n l e s s , w h i c h i s u n u s u a l . The o c c a s i o n a l 
Song T h r u s h i s s t i l l h o l d i n g i t s w i n t e r t e r r i t o r y a l o n g t h e h e d g e r o w s . 
M i s t l e T h r u s h a r e p a i r i n g i n Abbey P a r k and B l a c k b i r d s h a u n t t h e 
f i e l d e d g es and t h e s p i n n e y s . A f e w b i r d s a r e s i n g i n g - C h a f f i n c h 
a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s , s e v e r a l S k y l a r k , a b r i e f s n a t c h f r o m a G r e e n f i n c h , 
a R o b i n and a G r e a t T i t , and more s u s t a i n e d song f r o m s e v e r a l D u nnocks 
and a g a r d e n Song T h r u s h . Does t h e b a b b l e o f House S p a r r o w s a t G o r w e l l e 
c o u n t a s song? The most numerous b i r d s a r e - s u r p r i s e , s u r p r i s e -
Wood P i g e o n s and R o o k s . They a r e p r e s e n t i n t h e i r h u n d r e d s on f i e l d s 
o f o i l - s e e d Rape. One Rook h a s p a l e l e a d i n g - e d g e s t o i t s w i n g s . 

And so onw a r d , w i t h a K e s t r e l i n r a p i d d i s p l a y f l i g h t b e l ow Crown 
F a r m , and two T r e e c r e e p e r a s c e n d i n g t h e t r u n k o f a p i n e t r e e i n 
G u l l e t Wood. New Wood p r o v i d e s some s h e l t e r f r o m t h e c h i l l w e s t e r l y 
w i n d and e n c o u r a g e s a more m e d i t a t i v e s t a n c e - a s l i g h t t a p p i n g 
r e v e a l s a f e m a l e G r e a t S p o t t e d Woodpecker ( n o r e d on t h e h e a d ) . T h i s 
t o o t h e n goes i n t o a m e d i t a t i v e s t a n c e . I s i t me or t h e male S p a r r o w h a w k 
w h i c h s u d d e n l y h u r t l e s t h r o u g h t h e t r e e s o r p e r h a p s t h e male G r e a t 
S p o t t e d Woodpecker c a l l i n g c l o s e by? I s s h e p l a y i n g h a r d t o g e t ? 

L a s t l y , e i g h t e e n L a p w i n g f l y o v e r f a s t and h i g h h e a d i n g e a s t . 
A l o c a l movement o r b i r d s f r o m a f a r k e e n t o be b a c k on t h e i r S p r i n g 
t e r r i t o r i e s ? No Hen H a r r i e r t o d a y b u t e x c i t e m e n t enough. 
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