
I m m i g r a n t Moths i n T u r v e y - an e x c e p t i o n a l y e a r 

We c a n n o r m a l l y e x p e c t two or t h r e e i m m i g r a n t s p e c i e s o f moth t o 
r e a c h us i n T u r v e y e a c h y e a r . I n 2006 a t l e a s t t e n s p e c i e s a r r i v e d 
and some o f t h e r e g u l a r s w e r e a r o u n d f o r f a r l o n g e r t h a n u s u a l . T h i s 
may w e l l be an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t g l o b a l w a r m i n g i s i n d e e d t a k i n g p l a c e . 

F o u r o f t h e t e n were s p e c i e s w h i c h h a v e o c c u r e d i n T u r v e y b e f o r e : 
t h e S i l v e r - Y , t h e R u s h V e n e e r , t h e Hummingbird Hawkmoth and t h e 
D a r k S w o r d - g r a s s . S i l v e r - Y s w e r e p r e s e n t f r o m 1 7 t h May u n t i l 2 9 t h 
O c t o b e r - t h e l a t e s t d a t e e v e r . T h e y a r e r e a d i l y r e c o g n i s e d by t h e i x 
d a y - f l y i n g h a b i t s and t h e t i n y s i l v e r Y on t h e f o r e w i n g . R u s h V e n e e r s 
a r e n o t so e a s y t o i d e n t i f y b e i n g s i m i l a r t o t h e many s m a l l g r a s s 
moths w h i c h o c c u r and b e i n g l a r g e l y n o c t u r n a l . T h e s e came t o l i g h t 
on more o c c a s i o n s t h a n any p r e v i o u s y e a r , t h e f i r s t on t h e 1 8 t h J u n e 
and t h e l a s t a l s o on t h e 2 9 t h O c t o b e r and a g a i n t h e l a t e s t d a t e e v e r . 
Hummingbird Hawkmoths w e r e a l s o more a b u n d a n t t h a n i n any p r e v i o u s 
y e a r t h o u g h some may h a v e been t h e same l o n g - s t a y i n g i n d i v i d u a l . T h i s 
was s e e n on many d a t e s h o v e r i n g and t a k i n g n e c t a r f r o m t h e G e r a n i u m s 
by t h e c h a p e l . 

The s i x r e m a i n i n g s p e c i e s w e r e a l l new t o me, and p o s s i b l y new 
t o T u r v e y . I n s u c c e s s i o n t h e s e w e r e a S m a l l M o t t l e d W i l l o w on 2 4 t h 
J u n e , E u r o p e a n C o r n - b o r e r s on 4 t h J u l y , S c a r c e B o r d e r e d S t r a w s on 
5 t h , 1 6 t h and 2 3 r d S e p t e m b e r , a V e s t a l on t h e 1 6 t h S e p t e m b e r , a 
C o n v o l v u l u s Hawkmoth on 2 3 r d S e p t e m b e r and l a s t and a l m o s t l e a s t 
a s m a l l Gem moth on t h e 2 9 t h O c t o b e r . I t ' s h a r d t o b e l i e v e b u t some 
o f t h e s e moths may h a v e t r a v e l l e d f r o m a s f a r away a s N o r t h A f r i c a 
( t h e C o n v o l v u l u s ) o r t h e S o u t h - e a s t M e d i t e r r a n e a n ( t h e S c a r c e B o r d e r e d 
S t r a w s ) - some p e r h a p s by s t a g e s , or- s u c c e s s i v e g e n e r a t i o n s , but 
some p o s s i b l y i n a d i r e c t f l i g h t b o r n e a l o n g by f a v o u r a b l e w i n d s . 
The most s p e c t a c u l a r was t h e C o n v o l v u l u s Hawkmoth w i t h a w i n g s p a n 
o f o v e r t w e l v e c e n t i m e t r e s and a p r o b o s c i s t h r e e t i m e s t h e l e n g t h 
o f i t s body. The Gem and t h e V e s t a l , i n c o n t r a s t , h a v e w i n g s p a n s o f 
o n l y two or t h r e e c e n t i m e t r e s , w h i c h makes t h e i r a r r i v a l a l l t h e more 
a m a z i n g . L i k e t h e Gem, E u r o p e a n C o r n - b o r e r s a r e d i m o r p h i c - m a l e s 
and f e m a l e s d i f f e r i n g i n a p p e a r a n c e , b o t h s e x e s came t o l i g h t on t h e 
same n i g h t . B u t a word o f w a r n i n g - on t h e C o n t i n e n t t h e y a r e a 
s e r i o u s p e s t o f m a i z e . 

S u c h a v a r i e t y and number o f i m m i g r a n t moths i s u s u a l l y t h e 
p r i v i l e g e o f c o a s t a l s i t e s . To h a v e so many so f a r i n l a n d i s e v i d e n c e 
t h a t t h i n g s a r e c h a n g i n g - we may not be m o v i n g s o u t h i n g e o g r a p h i c a l 
t e r m s b u t i t h a s been e s t i m a t e d t h a t i n c l i m a t i c t e r m s our g a r d e n s 
a r e moving s o u t h a t t h e r a t e o f s e v e r a l m e t r e s a d a y l 
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