
The O r c h i d s of T u r v e y and h e r e a b o u t s 

T h i s seems a f i t t i n g s u b j e c t f o r a r t i c l e number 50 i n t h i s s e r i e s , 
w h i c h , a t f o u r per y e a r , means t h a t we've had over t w e l v e y e a r s now 
to g a t h e r enough m a t e r i a l to make a r e s p e c t a b l e a t t e m p t a t a d i f f i c u l t 
s u b j e c t . My l o c a l l i s t now numbers s e v e n s p e c i e s w i t h a t l e a s t one 
o t h e r known of ne a r b y . I n u s u a l o r d e r of appearance t h e s e a r e : 

E a r l y P u r p l e O r c h i d 
Common Twayblade 
Common S p o t t e d O r c h i d 
( E a r l y ) Marsh O r c h i d 
Bee O r c h i d 
P y r a m i d a l O r c h i d 

l a t e A p r i l & e a r l y May 
e a r l y May to e a r l y June 
l a t e May to l a t e June 
23 May 2002 a t H a r r o l d 
e a r l y June t o m i d - J u l y 
mid-June to m i d - J u l y 

B r o a d - l e a v e d H e l l e b o r i n e - l e a v e s o n l y 31 August 
2002 near O d e l l . 

The m i s s i n g one i s Green-winged O r c h i d w h i c h o c c u r s o v e r 
the county border i n N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e a t a well-known 
s i t e y e t to be v i s i t e d by me. None of t h e s e i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y r a r e but they a r e a l w a y s e x c i t i n g t o f i n d 
i f o n l y because of t h e i r u n u s u a l l i f e s t y l e s and 
u n c e r t a i n t y of a p p e a r a n c e . They can t a k e a n y t h i n g 
from f i v e t o f i f t e e n y e a r s to f l o w e r a f t e r g e r m i n a t i o n 
and so one can n e v e r be s u r e whether they w i l l appear 
i n j u s t ones or twos or i n hundreds.The d u s t - l i k e 
seeds a r e a l s o s m a l l enough to be c a r r i e d v i r t u a l l y 
anywhere w h i c h makes new f i n d s a l w a y s a p o s s i b i l i t y , 
e s p e c i a l l y a s we a r e now i n a p e r i o d of r a p i d c l i m a t e 
change. 

Most of t h e s e o r c h i d s a r e p o l l i n a t e d by i n s e c t s 
and go to i n g e n i o u s l e n g t h s t o make s u r e t h a t t h e y 
f i r s t a t t r a c t i n s e c t s and then t o make s u r e t h a t the 
i n s e c t s c a r r y away t h e p o l l e n t o f e r t i l i s e a n o t h e r 
p l a n t . I f you want to be c o n v i n c e d of t h i s poke a 
sh a r p p e n c i l i n t o t h e mouth of a Common S p o t t e d O r c h i d 
and w i t h d r a w i t g e n t l y . You may w e l l f i n d two bu n d l e s 
of p o l l e n masses a t t a c h e d i n a v e r t i c a l p o s i t i o n to t h e 
p e n c i l t i p . I f you w a i t a moment t h e s e o f t e n p i v o t 
f o r w a r d i n t o a h o r i z o n t a l p o s i t i o n r e a d y to do t h e i r 
job a t the n e x t f l o w e r . S t r a n g e l y , t h e Bee O r c h i d , 
which seems i d e a l l y s u i t e d f o r s u c h an o p e r a t i o n , has 
has become s e l f - p o l l i n a t i n g I 

Each of our o r c h i d s c a r r i e s w i t h i t a h o s t of 
a s s o c i a t i o n s . The E a r l y P u r p l e , f o r example, b r i n g s t o 

mind t h e f i r s t f l u s h of f l o w e r s beneath h a z e l or a s h coppTce~i 
a few r e d s p i k e s i n a s e a of B l u e b e l l ? w i t h t h e 
o c c a s i o n a l f l a s h of y e l l o w from a clump of P r i m r o s e s 
or of w h i t e from a c l u s t e r of Wood Anemones. The 
P y r a m i d a l and Bee O r c h i d s a r e r e d o l e n t o f hot mid
summer days i n g r a s s y c l e a r i n g s , w h i l e t h e B r o a d -
l e a v e d H e l l e b o r i n e , i n c o n t r a s t , a l w a y s h a s , 
f o r me, a touch of s a d n e s s about i t as i t comes 
l a t e and i s a p l a n t of deep shade s i g n a l l i n g 
the. s h o r t e r days of autumn f a s t a p p r o a c h i n g 
I f t h i s has whetted your a p p e t i t e now i s 
t h e time to s t a r t l o o k i n g . Happy h u n t i n g . 

B r . J o h n 


