
T i l t i n g a t W i n d m i l l s 

T h e r e a r e now s e v e r a l p r o p o s a l s f o r w i n d f a r m s i n o u r l o c a l a r e a : 
a t A i r f i e l d F a r m , P o d i n g t o n ; Nun Wood above H a r r o l d ; P e t s o e End and 
p o s s i b l y a n o t h e r t o w a r d s F e l m e r s h a m . Two of t h e s e s t r e t c h f o r most 
o f t h e way a l o n g t h e T h r e e - S h i r e s Way f r o m L a v e n d o n t o t h e S a n t a Pod 
r a c e t r a c k . I'm s t i l l i n two m i n d s o v e r w h e t h e r t h e b e n e f i t s o u t w e i g h 
t h e d e f i c i t s . My i m m e d i a t e c o n c e r n i s w h e t h e r t h e b i r d s w h i c h u s e 
t h e s e s i t e s w i l l be a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d . An e c o l o g i c a l s u r v e y h a s 
been c a r r i e d o u t f o r t h e A i r f i e l d Farm s i t e but w i t h t h e c a s u a l 
d i s m i s s a l o f ' p l o u g h e d a r a b l e f i e l d s ' a s 'of n e g l i g i b l e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
i m p o r t a n c e ' . I t a k e i s s u e w i t h t h i s a s i t i s p r e c i s e l y t h e s e f i e l d s 
a t A i r f i e l d Farm w h i c h h o l d a l o c a l l y ( a n d a r g u a b l y C o u n t y and 
N a t i o n a l l y ) i m p o r t a n t p o p u l a t i o n o f Y e l l o w W a g t a i l s , a s w e l l a s a 
few p a i r s o f T r e e S p a r r o w and C o r n B u n t i n g w h i c h went u n r e c o r d e d . 
The r e p o r t does a d m i t t o t h e p r e s e n c e o f s e v e n p a i r s o f Y e l l o w 
W a g t a i l h e r e b u t I wo u l d s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s i s a minimum f i g u r e a n d , 
e v e n s o , t h e l a r g e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n t h a t I ' v e f o u n d i n many m i l e s 
o f w a l i n g l o c a l l y . T h i s s o r t o f h a b i t a t may i n d e e d be t h e m a j o r 
s t r o n g h o l d now f o r t h e Y e l l o w W a g t a i l i n G r e a t B r i t a i n a s i t h a s 
d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m many o f i t s t r a d i t i o n a l w e t l a n d s i t e s i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s . I t ' s a v e r y s p e c i a l b i r d t o me a s i t was one o f t h e f i r s t 
r e a l l y e x o t i c l o o k i n g s p e c i e s t h a t I e v e r e n c o u n t e r e d . The male 
h a s a g o r g e o u s l e m o n - y e l l o w head and b r e a s t , a n d t h i s b i r d i s one 
of t h e few d i s t i n c t B r i t i s h s u b - s p e c i e s . 

O t h e r b i r d s f o r w h i c h a r a b l e f i e l d s a r e i m p o r t a n t and w h i c h 
a l s o o c c u r a t A i r f i e l d Farm a r e : S k y l a r k ( 5 8 p a i r s r e c o r d e d ) . G r e y 
P a r t i d g e ( 3 p a i r s ) . L a p w i n g ( 5 p a i r s ) and Y e l l o w h a m m e r ( 3 2 p a i r s ) . 
I f i t ' s t r u e , a s t h e r e p o r t s u g g e s t s , t h a t t h e s m a l l e r b i r d s a r e 
u n a f f e c t e d by w i n d t u r b i n e s t h e n a l l w e l l and good - but some 
b r e e d i n g h a b i t a t w i l l i n e v i t a b l y be l o s t , and one w o n d e r s j u s t how 
w e l l t h e many b i r d s o f p r e y w i l l f a r e . I n t h e n e a r b y woods s e v e r a l 
p a i r s o f B u z z a r d now b r e e d , a s w e l l a s H o b b i e s , S p a r r o w h a w k s and 
K e s t r e l s . T h e s e a l l h u n t o v e r t h e open f i e l d s a t t i m e s and h a v e 
s u f f e r e d b a d l y i n F r a n c e and S p a i n a t w i n d f a r m s i t e s . 

I t may be w o r t h b e a r i n g some o f t h i s i n mind when t h e n e a r e r 
w i n d f a r m s come t o t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e . 
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