
P a y - f l y i n g Mpths 

I t comes a s a s u r p r i s e t o many p e o p l e t h a t t h e r e a r e m o t h s w h i c h 
f l y by day as w e l l a s by n i g h t . Of t h e l a r g e r moths w h i c h c a n be 
s e e n d u r i n g t h e day a t l e a s t n i n e a r e t o be f o u n d i n and a r o u n d 
T u r v e y . P e r h a p s t h e most o b v i o u s a r e t h e B u r n e t m o t h s , t h e C i n n a b a r 
and t h e Humming-bird hawk-moth. Two s p e c i e s o f B u r n e t moth o c c u r 
l o c a l l y : t h e S i x - s p o t B u r n e t and t h e s p l e n d i d l y named N a r r o w - b o r d e r e d 
F i v e - s p o t B u r n e t . B o t h s p e c i e s a r e c o l o u r e d b l u e y - b l a c k and r e d , 
and a r e t o l d a p a r t by t h e number o f r e d s p o t s on t h e f o r e w i n g s . T h e 
b r i g h t c o l o u r s s e r v e a s a w a r n i n g t o p r e d a t o r s t h a t t h e y a r e d i s t a s t e f u l 
b u t , o f c o u r s e , a few h a v e t o be s a c r i f i c e d f i r s t b e f o r e t h e p r e d a t o r s 
f i n d t h i s o u t . T h e s e moths l i k e a r e a s o f rough g r a s s l a n d c o n t a i n i n g 
v a r i o u s members o f t h e P e a f a m i l y , e s p e c i a l l y Common and G r e a t e r 
B i r d ' s - f o o t - t r e f o i 1 and Meadow V e t c h 1 i n g . T h e s i m i l a r l y c o l o u r e d 
C i n n a b a r moth p r e f e r s Common R a g w o r t a s i t s l a r v a l f o o d p l a n t and 
c a n o f t e n be f o u n d i n g a r d e n s . T h e a d u l t c o l o u r i s an e x a m p l e o f 
M u l l e r i a n m i m i c r y . I t s h a r e s a s i m i l a r w a r n i n g c o l o u r t o t h e B u r n e t s 
n o t a s a p r e t e n c e but b e c a u s e i t too i s e x t e m e l y d i s t a s t e f u l . We 
h a v e a l r e a d y s e e n an a d u l t t h i s y e a r on t h e v e r y e a r l y d a t e o f 2 3 r d 
A p r i l . T h e Humming-bird hawk-moth p u t s i n an a p p e a r a n c e i n most y e a r s 
and i s , a s i t s name s u g g e s t s , v e r y l i k e a t i n y H u m m i n g - b i r d i n f l i g h t . 
I t i s a m i g r a n t f r o m s o u t h e r n E u r o p e and c a n a r r i v e a s e a r l y a s A p r i l . 
Look o u t f o r i t h o v e r i n g i n f r o n t o f V a l e r i a n f l o w e r s . I f y o u h a v e 
good h e a r i n g you may e v e n h e a r t h e bu z z o f i t s w i n g s . 

E q u a l l y o b v i o u s but r a r e and so l i k e a H o r n e t t h a t i t c a n e a s i l y 
be t a k e n f o r one i s t h e a p t l y named H o r n e t Moth. One was p r e s e n t i n 
our g a r d e n l a s t y e a r s i t t i n g on a l e a f i n v e r y damp w e a t h e r . T h e 
l a r v a e f e e d j u s t b e n e a t h t h e b a r k o f P o p l a r t r e e s and t h e i r e x i t 
h o l e s c a n be f o u n d n e a r t h e b a s e . T h e a d u l t c a n be d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
f r o m a r e a l H o r n e t by i t s l a c k o f a n a r r o w w a i s t . T h i s i s p r o b a b l y 
a n o t h e r e x a m p l e o f M u l l e r i a n m i m i c r y . 

Two o f t h e l e s s c o n s p i c u o u s d a y - f l y i n g moths w h i c h o c c u r l o c a l l y 
a r e t h e B u r n e t Companion, f o u n d a t s i m i l a r t i m e s and p l a c e s a s t h e 
B u r n e t s , and t h e O r a n g e U n d e r w i n g , f o u n d w h e r e S i l v e r B i r c h e s o c c u r . 
B o t h r e v e a l b r i g h t e r h i n d w i n g s when i n f l i g h t - y e l l o w p a t c h e s i n 
t h e f o r m e r and o r a n g e i n t h e l a t t e r . T h e B u r n e t Companion c a n be s e e n 
i n Abbey P a r k and n e a r b y , but you h a v e t o make a t r i p t o O d e l l G r e a t 
Wood i n e a r l y S p r i n g f o r t h e O r a n g e U n d e r w i n g . 

T h e r e ' s j u s t room t o m e n t i o n T h e L a t t i c e d H e a t h and T h e S i l v e r Y. 
L i k e so many moths t h e c l u e t o t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e i s i n t h e name. 
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