
A l l c h a n g e : R e f l e c t i o n s on t h e p a s t F o u r t e e n 
Y e a r s i n T u r v e y 

As e v e r i t ' s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o remove s u b j e c t b i a s f r o m any m u s i n g s 
on c h a n g e s i n t h e w o r l d o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . The l a n d s c a p e l o o k s much 
t h e same w i t h a f e w more h o u s e s h e r e and t h e r e . Have r e a l c h a n g e s 
t a k e n p l a c e or am I s i m p l y l o o k i n g a t t h i n g s d i f f e r e n t l y now, k n o w i n g 
w h e r e t o f i n d c r e a t u r e s and p l a n t s w h i c h m i s s e d me b e f o r e ? T h i s y e a r , 
f o r e x a m p l e , H a r e s h a v e been r e a l l y h a r d to come by but F o x e s seem 
to be a l l o v e r t h e p l a c e . L a s t y e a r i t was t h e K e s t r e l s w h i c h w e r e 
w e l l down i n number w h i l e S p a r r o w h a w k s , H o b b i e s and B u z z a r d s w e r e 
much t h e same a s t h e y e a r b e f o r e . So, w i t h o b s e r v e r b i a s i n m i n d , 
h e r e a r e some o f t h e c h a n g e s w h i c h seem t o b e ' f o r r e a l ' . 

C o r m o r a n t s on t h e r i v e r . F 5 a r t e e n y e a r s ago t h e r e w e r e a few, and 
t h e s e l a r g e l y i n w i n t e r . B u t now t h e y a r e w i t h us a l l t h e y e a r r o u n d 
and i n much l a r g e r numbers. W e l l o v e r 100 now a t t e n d t h e r o o s t a t 
H a r r o l d C o u n t r y P a r k i n some w i n t e r s and o v e r t h i r t y p a i r s now b r e e d 
t h e r e . B r e e d i n g was f i r s t n o t i c e d o n l y a s r e c e n t l y a s 1997. I s i t 
any c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t f i s h s t o c k s h a v e f a l l e n ? 

B u z z a r d s e v e r ywhere.' I n 1991 I saw one B u z z a r d o n l y , and a g a i n o n l y 
one i n 1992, and b o t h t h e s e b i r d s o c c u r r e d a t m i g r a t i o n t i m e s and 
seemed t o be on t h e move. Now i t i s not u n u s u a l t o s e e s i x or, more 
b i r d s i n a day, and o v e r 100 i n a y e a r . S e v e r a l p a i r s now seem w e l l 
e s t a b l i s h e d l o c a l l y , and a r e p r o b a b l y b r e e d i n g . F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e 
B u z z a r d s o u t n u m b e r e d K e s t r e l s l a s t y e a r a s t h e commonest r a p t o r . 

F e w e r F i n c h e s ? I n some c a s e s t h i s i s c e r t a i n l y s o . I t i s now an 
e v e n t t o s e e l a r g e f l o c k s o f f i n c h e s , s p a r r o w s o r b u n t i n g s . Where 
once t h e y w e r e so numerous a s not t o be c o n s i d e r e d w o r t h c o u n t i n g 
now any f l o c k o f t h e s e b i r d s i n d o u b l e , l e t a l o n e t r e b l e , f i g u r e s 
i s w o r t h r e c o r d i n g . Much depends on t h e c r o p b e i n g grown. P h e a s a n t 
c o v e r c a n s o m e t i m e s a t t r a c t an . i n t e r e s t i n g m i x - o v e r 100 L i n n e t 
w e r e r e c e n t l y p r e s e n t j u s t b e yond Abbey P a r k w i t h 50+ C h a f f i n c h , and 
a few G r e e n f i n c h and Y e 11owhammer. House S p a r r o w s and T r e e S p a r r o w s 
h a v e p l u m n e t e d but may be s t a b i l i s i n g now, s m a l l f l o c k s o f t h e l a t t e r 
a r e now b e i n g f o u n d t o t h e n o r t h o f T u r v e y . S t a r l i n g s t o o h a v e s u f f e r e d 
a d r a s t i c d e c l i n e . G o l d f i n c h e s , h o w e v e r , seem t o be b u c k i n g t h e t r e n d , 
p e r h a p s b e c a u s e o f t h e m i l d e r w i n t e r s - 140 w e r e p r e s e n t by Abbey F a r m 
i n S e p t e m b e r 2004. 

I n s e c t v a r i a t i o n s I n s e c t s a r e d e f i n i t e l y down i n number d e s p i t e 
t h e warmer summers and one s p e c i e s o f b u t t e r f l y has gone a l t o g e t h e r . 



I t ' s s e v e r a l y e a r s now s i n c e I l a s t saw a W a l l b u t t e r f l y l o c a l l y . 
Some b u t t e r f l i e s , s u c h as t h e H o l l y B l u e , h a v e a c y c l e o f a b u n d a n c e 
and s c a r c i t y w h i c h makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o p e r c e i v e a g e n e r a l t r e n d , 
but 1 9 9 6 ^ a peak y e a r f o r b u t t e r f l i e s b o t h i n t e r m s o f numbers and 
v a r i e t y . a n d h a s y e t to be s u r p a s s e d . T h i s i s t r u e a l s o f o r moths -
we had s e v e r a l e x c e l l e n t ' c a t c h e s ' l a s t y e a r , o f 200-»- i n d i v i d u a l s , 
but n o t h i n g l i k e 1996. The v a r i e t y does however seem t o be h o l d i n g 
up and many s p e c i e s a r e o c c u r i n g much e a r l i e r t h a n i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , 
i n c l u d i n g a Humming-bird hawkmoth on 1 s t A p r i l 2004. S e v e r a l s p e c i e s o f 
i n s e c t a r e a l s o i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r r a n g e , p e r h a p s a l s o b e c a u s e o f t h e 
g e n e r a l w a r m i n g - u p , i n c l u d i n g H o r n e t s , w h i c h a r e now a b u n d a n t a r o u n d 
t h e Abbey, and a n o t h e r l a r g e s p e c i e s o f wasp w i t h t h e i m p o s i n g L a t i n 
name 'Do 1 i c h o v e s p u 1 a m e d i a ' - i t h a s more b l a c k t h a n y e l l o w on i t s 
abdomen. 

P e r h a p s enough s a i d f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g . 


