
A T.tst.e of the L o c a l F l o r a 

livery y ear 1 make a d e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t to get to g r i p s w i t h t h e f l o r a 

of T u r v e y and i t s immediate neighbourhood ( w i t h i n a r a d i u s of s i x 

m i l e s ) : to t r a c k e a c h s p e c i e s a s i t emerges or f l o w e r s and to t a c k l e 

some of the more d i f f i c u l t s p e c i e s such a s t h e g r a s s e s or t h e pond-

weeds. But e v e r y y e a r the i n e v i t a b l e happens: t h e f i r s t few a r e 

manageable - the f i r s t Sweet V i o l e t s , A c o n i t e s , Snowdrops, P r i m r o s e s 

and C o w s l i p s , but then the r u s h b e g i n s , and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s t a k e 

t h e i r t o l l , and the r e c o r d s become p a t c h i e r and l e s s c e r t a i n . Many's 

the time t h a t I ' v e come home w i t h a l e a f or a f l o w e r o n l y to f i n d 
r e m a i n s 

the s h r i v e l l e d ^ s e v e r a l days l a t e r s t i l l i n t h e pocket or on the 

w i n d o w s i l l i n a now d r i e d up j a r . But t h i s y e a r , I promise m y s e l f , 

i t w i l l be d i f f e r e n t , s p u r r e d on by t h e w o n d e r f u l new f i e l d g u i d e 

by M a r j o r i e Blarney (now 8 6 ) , R i c h a r d F i t t e r (now 91) and h i s son 

A l i s t a i r . I f they can co m p i l e a f i e l d g u i d e a t su c h a ges I can s u r e l y 

c o m p i l e a l o c a l f l o r a , a l b e i t w i t h f a r l e s s e x p e r t i s e . 

We a r e f o r t u n a t e i n h a v i n g a v a r i e t y of h a b i t a t s c l o s e a t hand -

w i t h the r i v e r and t h e g r a v e l p i t s a t H a r r o l d , a run of woods on 

t h e b o u l d e r c l a y and l i m e s t o n e d i r e c t l y beneath u s . H i g h l i g h t s f o r 

me so f a r have i n c l u d e d one s i t e nearby w h i c h can produce s e v e r a l 

t h o u s a n d o r c h i d s i n some y e a r s : m o s t l y Common S p o t t e d but a l s o 

many P y r a m i d a l w i t h a few Common Twayblade and, o c c a s i o n a l l y . Bee 

O r c h i d . T h i s s i t e a l s o has the r a t h e r l o c a l S u l p h u r C l o v e r , Quaking 

G r a s s and Houndstongue. S e v e r a l of the woods p r o v i d e s p l e n d i d d i s p l a y s 

of B l u e b e l l s s t i l l and one a t l e a s t has a s m a l l c o l o n y of E a r l y 

P u r p l e O r c h i d s t oo. Spurge L a u r e l i s a common component of many of 

our hedgerows and one of the f i r s t of our p l a n t s to f l o w e r . Two ponds 

w i t h i n the p a r i s h have produced G r e a t e r S p e a r w o r t i n r e c e n t y e a r s , 

and the many l i m e s t o n e w a l l s a r e good f o r s e v e r a l s p e c i e s of f e r n 

and R u e - l e a v e d S a x i f r a g e . W e l l , t h a t ' s a s t a r t , o n l y f o u r d ecades 

l e f t to get the r e s t done. Br.John 
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