
S t a y i n g i n One P l a c e 

S t a y i n g i n one p l a c e h a s i t s a d v a n t a g e s . The t e m p t a t i o n , a t 
f i r s t , i s t o r e g r e t a l l t h o s e o t h e r p l a c e s w h e r e t h e w i l d l i f e must 
be b e t t e r ; - t h e c o a s t - a n y f e h e r e ; t h e h e a t h l a n d s o f S u r r e y and 
H a m p s h i r e ; t h e m o u n t a i n s and h i l l s o f S c o t l a n d and t h e L a k e D i s t r i c t ; 
e v e n H e r t f o r d s h i r e , and so on. B u t , l i t t l e by l i t t i e , B e d f o r d s h i r e 
h a s begun t o r e v e a l i t s s e c r e t s and some o f them r i g h t u n d e r my v e r y 
n o se . 

We h a v e a s t r e a m a t t h e bottom o f t h e g a r d e n w h i c h was d i v e r t e d 
d u r i n g t h e g a r d e n ' s c r e a t i o n i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t o r u n 
a l i t t l e f u r t h e r s o u t h t h a n i t had done. J J i i s t v e r y o c i c a s i o n a l l y , 
a f t e r h e a v y r a i n , i t r e t u r n s t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o u r s e and g i v e s t h e 
g a r d e n a t h o r o u g h s o a k i n g . Most o f t h i s g a r d e n i s now a mix o f 
o r n a m e n t a l t r e e s and an e x t e n s i v e l a w n , b u t one p a t c h i s mown l e s s 
o f t e n a n d , g i v e n t h e c h a n c e , b e g i n s t o t a k e on a q u i t e ' n a t u r a l ' 
a p p e a r a n c e . And so i t s h o u l d , f o r h i d d e n w i t h i n i t a r e s u c h gems 
a s A d d e r ' s ~ t o n g u e F e r n , D e v i l ' s b i t S c a b i o u s and G r e a t B u r n e t , a s 
w e l l a s t h e more w i d e s p r e a d Meadowsweet, Common B i r d s f o o t T r e f o i l 
and L a d y ' s B e d s t r a w . A l l o f w h i c h makes me wonder w h e t h e r we h a v e n ' t 
got a t i n y r e l i c t o f t h e wet meadow w h i c h w o u l d once h a v e had t h e 
s t r e a m r u n n i n g p e r m a n e n t l y t h r o u g h i t s c e n t r e . Which t h e n makes me 
wonder w h e t h e r t h e s e v e n t y o r so s n a k e ' s - h e a d F r i t i l l a r i e s w h i c h 
a l s o o c c u r h e r e , b u t j u s t a c r o s s t h e p a t h , a r e n o t a l s o r e l i c t s 
f r o m t h e g a r d e n ' s o r i g i n a l w i l d s t a t e l 

And on a s i m i l a r theme, b u t t h i s t i m e w i t h b i r d s i n mi n d , 
t h e r e i s a w o n d e r f u l a r e a c l o s e by w h i c h l o o k s u n i n v i t i n g on t h e 
map, and on f i r s t a c q u a i n t a n c e , b u t so f a r t h i s y e a r h a s p r o d u c e d 
T r e e S p a r r o w , E n g l i s h P a r t r i d g e , C o r n B u n t i n g and l o t s o f b r e e d i n g 
Y e l l o w W a g t a i l , a s w e l l a s t h e u s u a l B u z z a r d and Hobby. So, d o n ' t 
g i v e up on B e d f o r d s h i r e j u s t y e t - and t a k e a c l o s e r l o o k a t t h o s e 
r o u g h p a t c h e s i n t h e g a r d e n , t h e y may be r o u g h e r t h a n you t h i n k . 
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