
S p r i n g U n f o l d i n g 2002 

W e l l b e f o r e tlie f i r s t Cuclcoo, or i ndeeit^s Swa I 1 ow, t h e r e a r e s i g n s of 
change i n the n a t u r a l w o r l d w h i c h a r e i n d i c a t i v e of s p r i n g . Among 
the p l a n t s a whole s u c c e s s i o n of f l o w e r i n g s t a k e p l a c e from even 
b e f o r e the new y e a r . Spurge L a u r e l i s o f t e n one of the f i r s t , f o l l o w e d 
by Snowdrops and W i n t e r A c o n i t e s i n our gard e n s . H a z e l c a t k i n s were 
b e g i n n i n g to open by the end of J a n u a r y accompanied by the t i n y v i v i d 
red male f l o w e r s . Sweet V i o l e t s were out by the 13th F e b r u a r y and 
L e s s e r C e l a n d i n e on the day a f t e r . Some of the Yew t r e e s were a l s o 
shedding t h e i r p o l l e n by t h i s time, and by the 17th one of our s e l f -
sown Plum t r e e s was j u s t b e g i n n i n g to f l o w e r . By the 20th i t was the 
t u r n o f our garden D a f f o d i l s . I n March C o l t s f o o t was out on the f i r s t . 
Common W h i t l o w G r a s s on the t h i r d , B l a c k t h o r n by the s i x t h and a Box 
t r e e was In f l o w e r on the day a f t e r a t t r a c t i n g hoardes of f l i e s . I 
m i s s e d the f i r s t emergence of w i l d P r i m r o s e s but the C o w s l i p s were 
out by the 29th . 

Moths and b u t t e r f l i e s a r e another r e g u l a r i n d i c a t o r of l e n g t h e n i n g 
days and warmer t e m p e r a t u r e s w i t h s e v e r a l h a v i n g the names to match: 
hence S p r i n g Usher on the 6 t h F e b r u a r y , March Moth on the 17th F e b r u a r y 
and a H e r a l d Moth on 2nd A p r i l . B u t t e r f l i e s were h a r d e r to come by 
w i t h o n l y B r i m s t o n e I n March, on 12th, and then none u n t i l A p r i l 
w i t h Peacock on 2nd, S m a l l T o r t l s e s h e l l on 3 r d , S p e c k l e d Wood on 4th 
and H o l l y B l u e on 5 t h . The l a s t named seems to be h a v i n g an e x c e p t i o n a l 
y e a r so f a r . 

As f o r b i r d s , t h e r e i s a g r a d u a l r e c r u i t m e n t of new s i n g e r s from 
w e l l b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . One of my f a v o u r i t e s i s the M i s t l e T h r u s h 
which seems to choose some of the w e t t e s t and w i l d e s t days to s i n g on, 
as i t d i d t h i s y e a r on J a n u a r y 2 5 t h . Conmon B u z z a r d were p a i r i n g o f f 
and t a k i n g up t e r r i t o r i e s from e a r l y F e b r u a r y w i t h ten b e i n g seen 
over v a r i o u s woods l o c a l l y on the 5 t h . Our few l o c a l Lapwings were 
a l s o on t h e i r b r e e d i n g patch by 14th F e b r u a r y . A male S t o n e c h a t on March 
6th s i g n a l l e d the b e g i n n i n g s of s p r i n g passage and was f o l l o w e d by 
35 Meadow P i p i t i n Abbey Pa r k on 16th March and a C h l f f c h a f f at 
Woburn Sands on 2 0 t h . F i e l d f a r e were moving n o r t h - e a s t on 27th March 
and g a t h e r i n g around P i c t s H i l l and G r e a t Oak Farm p r i o r to d e p a r t u r e 
in e a r l y Apr 1 I . S w a l l o w , Wi 1 low W a r b l e r and B l a c k c a p on 4 t h Apr i 1 ^ 
w i t h Cuckoo on 2 1 s t b r i n g t h i s c a l e n d a r of s p r i n g e v e n t s to a c l o s e . 

T h i s l i s t i s n e c e s s a r i l y v e r y s e l e c t i v e and v e r y s u b j e c t i v e , 
but w i t h the need to monitor g l o b a l warming t h i s r e d i s c o v e r e d ' s c i e n c e ' 
of phenology has become v e r y i m p o r t a n t . I would be i n t e r e s t e d to 
know of o t h e r s i g n s and d a t e s of s i g h t i n g s i n the immediate a r e a . -




