
T u r v e y Bush C r i c k e t s 

L a t e surnmer and autumn a r e o f t e n s i g n a l l e d f o r me by the s h o r t 

c h i r p s of Dark Bush C r i c k e t s - s e e m i n g l y a i l over T u r v e y , e s p e c i a l l y 

In a r e a s of rough v e g e t a t i o n by roads and gardens at dusk. A s e a r c h 

w i l l o f t e n l e a d to t h e i r d i s c o v e r y as they a r e l a r g e i n s e c t s g i v e n 

to s i t t i n g around on the v e g e t a t i o n as w e l l as i n i t . Two males 

were found in e a r l y August i n our garden doing j u s t t h i s - s e r e n a d i n g 

two females a l s o s i t t i n g out on l e a v e s n e a r b y , for a l l the w o r l d 

l i k e boys and g i r l s c o u r t i n g at a s t r e e t c o r n e r . The mal e s can be 

up to two cm. i n l e n g t h w i t h g l o s s y dark b o d i e s , huge l e g s and 

a n t e n n a e , and w o n d e r f u l l y c o n t r a s t i n g y e l l o w u n d e r s i d e s . T h e f e m a l e s 

a r e l e s s c o l o u r f u l but d e c i d e d l y f i e r c e r - I o o k i n g b e c a u s e o f t h e i r 

huge s w o r d - l l k e o v i p o s i t o r s . These a r e not weapons at a l l but m e r e l y 

for making s l i t s i n l e a v e s in which they a l s o then use them f o r l a y i n g 

e g g s . A d u l t Dark Bush C r i c k e t s can be found u n t i l as l a t e as November, 

but o n l y the eggs s u r v i v e the w i n t e r . 

T h r e e o t h e r s p e c i e s of bush c r i c k e t a l s o i n h a b i t the p a r i s h o f 

T u r v e y but a r e perhaps l e s s l i k e l y to be seen as two tend to be found 

h i g h e r up in s h r u b s and t r e e s and one i s s t i l l a r e l a t i v e newcomer. 

Of the former, the Oak Bush C r i c k e t i s l a r g e l y n o c t u r n a l but o c c a s i o n a l l y 

comes to l i g h t . I t i s more f r a g i 1 e - 1 o o k i n g than t h e D a r k B u s h C r i c k e t -

being s m a l l e r and a p a l e green t h r o u g h o u t . The S p e c k l e d B u s h C r i c k e t 

i s s i m i l a r but c o v e r e d i n t i n y b l a c k s p o t s and the female has a 

s h o r t e r and broader o v i p o s i t o r . The t h i r d s p e c i e s , the R o e s e l ' s B u s h 

C r i c k e t , i s a r e l a t i v e newcomer to T u r v e y and c a n be fo u n d b o t h by 

r o a d s i d e s and in w e t t e r a r e a s . I ' v e y e t to see i t l o c a l l y but d i d 

come a c r o s s one i n H a t f i e l d F o r e s t a few y e a r s ago. I t h a s b o t h a 

f l i g h t l e s s and a winged form and seems to be s p r e a d i n g n o r t h w a r d s 

and westwards from the Thames B a s i n . I t s song i s u n m i s t a k e a b l e : a 

c o n t i n u o u s h i g h - p i t c h e d s t r i d u l a t i o n which h a s been l i k e n e d to t h e 

buzz heard from p y l o n c a b l e s in damp w e a t h e r . I t has a c r e a m - c o l o u r e d 

band around the s i d e - m a r g i n s of the pronotum - the s a d d l e - l i k e 

c o v e r i n g of the f i r s t t h o r a c i c segment. Two o t h e r s p e c i e s o f bush 

c r i c k e t o c c u r i n B e d f o r d s h i r e : the Sh o r t and Long-winged C o n e - h e a d s , 

of which the l a t t e r , l i k e the R o e s e l ' s , seems to be expanding i t s 

range at the moment, perhaps in r e s p o n s e to g l o b a l warming. W a t c h 

t h i s s p a c e ! 
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