
A C L I M l ' S E I N T O T U R V E Y ' S P A S T N A T U R A L H I S T O R Y 

V\i' c m - loi Ui iui le It) havt» at the Ablx^y a t opy of a St rapbook toinpilecl b) John 
l l igg i f i s horn I8M) unti l 1845. John w a s <« cousin of the first l i i g g i n s to occupy Ihe 
Abbey in I78^>', «irui the father of C harles l . o n g u e l Higgins to w h o m w e o w e the 
r t 'bu ik l ing of most of Turvey , inc luding the c h u r c h , in the m i d nineteenth century. 
1 he St rapbook is f u l l of fascinating bits dmd pieces ranging from pious poems and 
prayers to l o n g items on the possible past history of Purvey, and of the Abbey in 
part icular . l i i^ddtni antong these are a few natural history notes w h i c h deserve to see 
the light of d a y . 

Start ing w i t h b i r d s : the Scrapbook provi i les pictures and brief descriptions of what 
may be the eairliesl Bedfordshire records for w h o o p e r s w a n , Egypt ian goose and red-
throated d i v e r . The s w a n is pictured wel l-decid after being shot on 15"' January 1830 
by T h o m a s Beinbow, the gamekeeper at T u r v e y A b b e y . It is described as a w i l d s w a n 
w i t h a length ifrom bil l to c l a w s of f ive feet three inches and a weight of nineteen 
pounds - and a whooper seems to fit thelbill , so to speak. These s w a n s are as large 
as our res ident mute s w a n s but only visit us occasionally in winter and most 
probably fromi Ice land. T h e y have a w o n d e r f u l shoop-shoop cal l w h i c h g ives them 
their name. 

T h e E q y p t i a n jgoose record is not dated except to say it w a s slightly w o u n d e d 'some 
years ago' at T u r v e y , again by I'homas Benbow^ a n d kept 'a considerable t ime' at the 
pond in the A b b e y gardens. Al though Jolin w a s hesitant about Its correct 
identif icat ion the pictures does seem to resemble a n E g y p t i a n goose and some were 
k n o w n to h a v e been introduced at W o b u r n A b b e y d u r i n g the nineteenth century. 
T h i s one unforrtunaately ended up in the j a w s , a n d presumably the stomach, of a fox 
after the pond froze u p ! 

T h e red-throatted d i v e r w a s caught by a man f rom Stagsden in an open field and 
brought to Johin H i g g i n s . I ie descrities it as a ' speckled d i v e r ' and the picture does 
seem to match a red-throated d iver in winter p lumage. These are sti l l very rare 
w i n t e r visitors, to Bedfordshire unless oiled or s l o r m - w r e t k e d , their usual winter 
habitat being ^^^^ open sea. T h i s one loo came to a sad end at T u r v e y , being caught 
by a dog. 

N e x t time, p e r h a p s ~ a look at some past records of insects. 

B r John 


