
The F i e l d f a r e 

On a r e c e n t w a l k , on t h e 8 t h November, t h e b u s h e s a r o u n d T u r v e y 
were d r i p p i n g w i t h t h r u s h e s : R e d w i n g , F i e l d f a r e , B l a c k b i r d , a few 
M i s t l e T h r u s h and t h e odd Song T h r u s h ; and a s t h e w a l k p r o g r e s s e d 
t h i s s c e n e was r e p e a t e d s e v e r a l t i m e s o v e r , w i t h F i e l d f a r e s b e i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o m i n e n t . The t o t a l f o r t h e s e by t h e end o f t h e day 
was w e l l o v e r 9 0 0 , w i t h f l o c k s v a r y i n g i n s i z e f r o m 7 or 8 b i r d s 
t o one or two h u n d r e d . Most of t h e s e were t o t h e West o f t h e r i v e r 
w i t h b i r d s c a s c a d i n g from one wood o r c o p s e t o t h e n e x t i n s e a r c h 
of b e r r i e s . T h e s e were a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y f r e s h l y a r r i v e d b i r d s 
s t o c k i n g up on haws a f t e r t h e i r j o u r n e y o f s e v e r a l h u n d r e d m i l e s 
f r o m t h e C o n t i n e n t . They a r e , f o r me, i n T u r v e y , autumn's e q u i v a l e n t 
o f t h e s p r i n g a r r i v a l o f S w a l l o w s and M a r t i n s ; h e r a l d s of h a r s h e r 
t i m e s t o come, making m e r r y w h i l e s t o c k s l a s t . One day t h e t r e e s 
and b u s h e s seem empty and t h e n e x t o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h an e x u b e r a n t 
h u s t l e and b u s t l e . 

T h i s s c e n e c a n happen a t any t i m e f r o m l a t e O c t o b e r onwards and 
l a s t s u n t i l t h e haws a r e e x h a u s t e d , u s u a l l y by e a r l y December. Then 
t h e F i e l d f a r e h ave t o t u r n t o o t h e r s o u r c e s of f o o d , s u c h a s s l u g s , 
i n s e c t s and worms on p a s t u r e . T h e r e a r e u s u a l l y a few a t t e n d a n t 
S t a r l i n g s and Redwing w i t h them, and t h e s e f l o c k s may h o l d t o g e t h e r 
u n t i l w e l l i n t o t h e s p r i n g , some p e r h a p s b e i n g r e i n f o r c e d by o t h e r 
F i e l d f a r e from f u r t h e r West, and odd i n d i v i d u a l s l i n g e r i n g u n t i l 
l a t e A p r i l o r e a r l y May. I f c o l d w e a t h e r s t r i k e s l a r g e movements 
o f t h e s e t h r u s h e s can a g a i n be s e e n , w i t h b i r d s f l e e i n g t o t h e S o u t h o r 

t h e West C o u n t r y , or e v e n a s f a r a s I r e l a n d , i n s e a r c h of f r o s t or s n o w - f r e e 
f i e l d s . On one memorable o c c a s i o n P o r t s m o u t h was i n u n d a t e d w i t h 
F i e l d f a r e s c a u g h t between two snow f r o n t s . And on a n o t h e r , one 
h o n o u r e d my g a r d e n i n S u s s e x f o r t e n d a y s , z e a l o u s l y g u a r d i n g a 
few l i n g e r i n g c r a b a p p l e s a g a i n s t a l l - c o m e r s u n t i l e v e n t u a l l y o v e r 
whelmed by a f l o c k o f S t a r l i n g s . 

They a r e a w o n d e r f u l b i r d t o h a v e on our d o o r s t e p and a l w a y s a s s o c i a t e d 
f o r me w i t h t h o s e f i r s t d a y s i n l a t e autumn when a n o r t h o r n o r t h 
e a s t e r l y w i n d h a s c l e a r e d t h e s k i e s o f c l o u d a t l a s t . Long may t h e y 
c o n t i n u e t o * t c h a c k ' t h e i r way o v e r T u r v e y . 
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