
COLD WEATHER MOVEMENTS 

T h i s i s be ing w r i t t e n on a t e r r i f i c a l l y w i l d n i g h t - no, the monks a r e not 
h a v i n g a p a r t y , b u t the w i n d most c e r t a i n l y i s ! (16th F e b ) . A t another time 
of y e a r , e spec ia l l y i n the s p r i n g o r a u t u m n , a n d i n a n o t h e r place , espec ia l ly 
on the coast , one might expect a l l s o r t s of a v i a n oddi t ies to t u r n u p , but not 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y i n T u r v e y i n late w i n t e r . We h a v e , h o w e v e r , had a t l eas t a 
couple of d a y s t h i s w i n t e r w h e n co ld w e a t h e r h a s f orced s e v e r a l spec ies to 
move a n d some of t h i s movement h a s been v i s i b l e o v e r T u r v e y . 

A s e r i e s of s h a r p f r o s t s i n late December occasioned the f i r s t of these w i n t e r 
"migrations^. Geese could be h e a r d f l y i n g o v e r d u r i n g the n i g h t of the 23rd 
December. T h e s e may we l l h a v e been the local Canadas a n d G r e y l a g s heading 
f o r i c e - f r e e w a t e r f u r t h e r s o u t h , but w i t h a lso the p o s s i b i l i t y of w i ld geese, 
s u c h a s White f ronts , be ing on the move too. C h r i s t m a s E v e was a day of 
b r e a t h t a k i n g beauty w i t h hoar f r o s t coat ing e v e r y t h i n g to the v e r y tops of 
the t r e e s , a n d , s u r e enough, smal l f l o c k s of L a p w i n g a n d Golden P l o v e r could 
be seen heading south a n d wes t a s the d a y w e n t on. T h e s e two spec ies have 
to r espond v e r y q u i c k l y to cold w e a t h e r a s t h e y r e l y on damp, u n f r o z e n 
p a s t u r e s for much of t h e i r food s u p p l y . A b r i e f s p e l l of milder weather soon 
followed, however , a n d some L a p w i n g were a l r e a d y r e t u r n i n g eas t on Boxing 
Day. T h i s move p r o v e d premature for b y the 1st J a n u a r y snow was f a l l i n g 
i n the n o r t h a n d eas t of E n g l a n d a n d , once a g a i n , L a p w i n g a n d Golden P l o v e r 
were h a v i n g to f l y r a p i d l y to the south a n d west . 

These b i r d s do not, of c o u r s e , a l w a y s " k n o w " f o r c e r t a i n t h a t snow i s on the 
w a y from the n o r t h or the eas t , nor t h a t condit ions on the coast or i n the 
south a n d wes t w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y be more f a v o u r a b l e . E v o l u t i o n h a s , however , 
f a v o u r e d those b i r d s t h a t have made s u c h moves i n the p a s t a n d so most of 
the b i r d s a r e " cond i t i oned" or "programmed" to repeat them. T h e " s i g n a l " for 
them to move i s p robab ly the d i re c t i on of the w i n d a t t h i s time of y e a r , and 
i t s temperature . B y moving w i t h t h i s w ind t h e y a r e more l i k e l y to s t a y ahead 
of bad weather . T h e y could of c ourse be d r i v e n by h u n g e r also , but by t h e n 
t h i s may be too late a n d the b i r d s t h a t w i l l do best a r e those w h i c h can move 
ahead of the w o r s e n i n g condi t ions w i t h e n e r g y to s p a r e . Some b i r d s w i l l e v e n 
go a s f a r a s I r e l a n d or North A f r i c a , i f the cold weather c h a s e s them t h a t f a r , 
b u t i f i t ca t ches them up here t h e n t h e y a r e i n deep t r o u b l e ! Some lapwings 
have e v e n been seen heading w e s t from I r e l a n d i n s u c h condit ions but only 
a few h a v e been k n o w n to have made i t a s f a r a s the U S A . 

Many b i r d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the smal ler ones , choose the o ther option a n d s t a y 
put . Woodland b i r d s , s u c h a s t i t s a n d woodpeckers , c a n u s u a l l y cont inue to 
f i n d food i n the many nooks a n d c r a n n i e s of the t r e e s a n d u n d e r the leaf 
l i t t e r below. Wrens s u r v i v e the cold n i g h t s b y h u d d l i n g together i n holes i n 
the t r e e s , but t h e y s u f f e r g r e a t l osses , i f the cold spe l l goes on too long, 
because of t h e i r smal l s i ze a n d i n s e c t i v o r o u s diet . T h e b i r d s t h a t s t a y put 
have to r e l y on a s e r i e s of good summers a n d mild w i n t e r s i f t h e i r w i n t e r 
s t r a t e g y e v e r f a i l s them, a s i t d i d , f or example, i n 1962/63, 

T h i s w i n t e r has g e n e r a l l y f a v o u r e d the b i r d s t h a t have s t a y e d p u t but a s for 
n e x t y e a r , who c a n te l l ? 
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